
In the head of Gérard De Smaele turns the 
epicycloidal train that inspired Henry Stur-
mey and James Archer. Inside its housing, 
the satellites are a five-string banjo, the resto-
ration of works of art on paper, and the bicy-
cle: activities he has practiced for decades and 
about which he has published many books 
and articles. In the eyes of some, the coordi-
nation of these seemingly incompatible areas 
might seem impossible, even suspicious, but 
for him it is a look at the world, an inner way 
of wisdom and freedom of mind.
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