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Historically, as bearer and mixer of ancient African and 
European musical traditions, the banjo is an important 
musical instrument. A Five-String Banjo Sourcebook will stand 

beside Banjo Attitudes (Paris : L’Harmattan, 2015), its companion 
book. Since its importation to the US by African Slaves and the 
inception of an “American version” by Euro-American musicians 
during the 19th century, the � ve-string banjo became « America’s 
instrument » ; and if its controvesial history covers all the aspects of 
the American musical life, it also re� ects its social and political context.
 Anyone interested in playing the banjo, or involved in doing historical 
or musical research on the instrument, will be confronted by the huge 
amount of documentation publised on the subject. � e numerous 
references listed in A Five-String Banjo Sourcebook, try to cover all facets 
of the instrument, from the banjo manufacturers and workshops to the 
stage... We hope that these pages will help the users of this compilation 
to understand all the subtelties of a fascinating musical instrument.

� e American 5-string banjo is many things: a physical object of material culture with 
roots back to Africa and farther east, and a complex and ongoing development in North 
America; an equally complex musical culture ranging through vernacular, classical, and 
popular musical idioms and histories; and connections to social, cultural, and artistic 
networks. One volume cannot encompass all this, but Gérard De Smaele’s earlier work 
in French, «Banjo Attitudes», comes close. In the meantime we are lucky to have in hand 
De Smaele’s exhaustive compendium of history, research. and commentary on the banjo that 
will inform and nourish inquiry and interest. 

Art Rosenbaum, 2018.

…� is is a remarkable book, and one that my late father Hub Nitchie, as a librarian, 
would have particularly appreciated. It essentially is a reference book, consisting of, as Ge-
rard puts it, ‘references of a set of essential 5-string banjo documentary sources. […] It’s not 
an understatement to say there is a wealth of information here, not only for serious students 
of the banjo, but also just ordinary players…

Donald Nitchie, in Banjo Newsletter, Feb. 2018.

� e product of decades research, «A Five String Banjo Sourcebook» belongs on the desk 
of every serious banjoist, banjo historian, and music historian and in every library that 
supports the study of folk and popular music and the history of musical instruments as a 
whole, not just the banjo.

Tony � omas, 2017.

Cover: � e Banjo Lesson, c.1892. 
Mary Cassatt (USA, 1844 – France, 1926). Coll. Doucet, INHA, Paris.
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Gérard De Smaele 

A Five-String Banjo Sourcebook 
A selected documentation 

Second Edition 

Supplement, Errata and Update to the Second Edition 

 
Click here to access the publisher’s website 

Last update: January 3, 2025 

https://www.desmaele5str.be/pdf/aFiveStringBanjoSourcebook/addenda_errata.pdf 

Illustrations: 
https://www.desmaele5str.be/banjoAttitudes 

 

© L’Harmattan, 2024 
5-7, rue de l’École-Polytechnique, 75005 Paris  

https://www.editions-harmattan.fr/catalogue/livre/a-five-string-banjo-sourcebook-1/76130
https://www.desmaele5str.be/pdf/aFiveStringBanjoSourcebook/addenda_errata.pdf
https://www.desmaele5str.be/banjoAttitudes
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WARNING. On May 31, 2024, when the final proof was submitted to 
the publisher, the URL of the websites mentioned in this book were all 
valid. However, they are still subject to modification or even deletion 
at a later date. Some of them could therefore require new research. 
IMPORTANT: Please take notice that some items in this addendum 
could be an erratum or a modification to an already existing reference. 

 

AVERTISSEMENT. Le 31 mai 2024, lors de la remise à l’éditeur du 
bon à tirer, les URL des sites internet mentionnés au cours de cet 
ouvrage se montraient tous valides. Ces derniers restent cependant 
toujours susceptibles d’être modifiés, voire supprimés ultérieurement. 
Dès lors, certains d’entre eux pourraient nécessiter une nouvelle 
recherche. 

IMPORTANT : Veuillez noter que certains éléments de cet addendum 
peuvent constituer un complément ou une modification d’une référence 
déjà existante. 

 

A Five-String Banjo Sourcebook: Second edition contains only a few 
illustrations after the first 9 chapters. For this reason, we have decided 
to include a collection of images and photographs in an appendix: book 
covers, record sleeves, artist portraits, etc. We will also take the 
opportunity offered by this virtual publication to update the 
documentation presented in these books. 

 

A Five-String Banjo Sourcebook: Second edition contient simple- 
ment quelques illustrations à la fin des 9 premiers chapitres. Pour cette 
raison, il a été décidé de rassembler dans une annexe un ensemble 
d’images et de photographies : couvertures de livres, pochettes de 
disques, portraits d’artistes… Nous saisirons également l’opportunité 
offerte par cette publication virtuelle pour tenir à jour la documentation 
présentée dans ces ouvrages. 
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Hyperlinks not currently working on the eBook, click on the 
following links to open the websites 
Hyperliens non fonctionnels actuellement sur l’eBook, cliquez sur 
les liens suivants pour ouvrir les sites 

Page 17 
BOHACOVA Tereza. Banjo as a Symbol of American Culture, 2012. 

https://dk.upce.cz/bitstream/handle/10195/40471/BohacovaT 
Banjo as a Symbol_ŠB_2011.pdf?sequence=3&isAllowed=y 

Pages 18 & 19 (*) 
CLAYTON Robert, ADAMS Greg. A List of Banjo Field Recordings 

in the Archives of Folk Culture, Acquired Through 1978. Library of 
Congress, 1978 (Clayton) and 2003 revision (Adams). 
https://web.archive.org/web/20180724031237/https://www.loc.gov/fo
lklife/guides/Banjo.html 

Page 33 
STEPHEY Laurie A., MOORE Thomas R. “Experimental Investigation 

of an American Five-String Banjo.” Journal of the Acoustical Society 
of America, vol. CXXIV/5, November 2008, pp. 3276-3283: 
https://scholarship.rollins.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1007&cont
ext=stud_fac 

Page 36 
WEBB Robert Lloyd, BOLLMAN James. Ring the Banjar! The Banjo 
in America from Folklore to Factory. Cambridge, MA: The M.I.T. 
Museum, 1984, 101 p. 
[exhibition catalog – from April 12 to September 29, 1984]  
Page 58 
YOUNG Kyle Gray. The Life and Music of Horace Weston, Champion 

Banjoist of the World. 
Biography + Banjo Tablature, January 2024, first edition, 121 p. 
[free and only on internet] https://kylegrayyoung.com/home 

Page 110 
ELLIS Herbert. Ellis Thorough School for the Six or Seven-Stringed 

Banjo. 
http://www.classic-banjo.com/files/TUTORBOOKS/Ellis_ 
Advanced_Banjo_and_Zither_Banjo.pdf 

Page 119 
YOUNG Kyle Gray. The Life and Music of Horace Weston, Champion 

https://web.archive.org/web/20180724031237/https://www.loc.gov/folklife/guides/Banjo.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20180724031237/https://www.loc.gov/folklife/guides/Banjo.html
https://scholarship.rollins.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1007&context=stud_fac
https://scholarship.rollins.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1007&context=stud_fac
https://kylegrayyoung.com/home
http://www.classic-banjo.com/files/TUTORBOOKS/Ellis_Advanced_Banjo_and_Zither_Banjo.pdf
http://www.classic-banjo.com/files/TUTORBOOKS/Ellis_Advanced_Banjo_and_Zither_Banjo.pdf
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Banjoist of the World. 
Biography + Banjo Tablature, January 2024, first edition, 121 p. 
[free and only on internet] 
https://kylegrayyoung.gumroad.com/l/horace 

Publications de Gérard De Smaele 
“Les inventeurs de l’American Folk Music”, l’article sur le livre de 
Camille Moreddu a paru dans ‘Le Canard Folk’ de janvier 2024. 

“Tournée belge de Clarke Buehling,”, l’article a paru dans ‘Le Canard 
Folk’ et dans ‘5 Planètes’ en 2004. 

“Reed Martin.” in 5 Planètes, December 2024; In Le Canard Folk, 
January 2025. 

“Voici le banjo.” in 5 Planètes, January 2025; In Le Canard Folk, 
March 2025. 

“L’American Banjo Museum.” In 5 Planètes, Février 2025. 

“Hank Schwartz et Elias Kaufman.” In Le Canard Folk. Mai 2025. 

“Derroll Adams.” In Le Canard Folk. June 2025 ; Cinq Planètes, 
Septembre 2025. 

“James Bollman : La plus prestigieuse collection de banjos à cinq 
cordes des États-Unis” In Le Canard Folk. Septembre 2025. 

“Roger Sprung : un pionnier à la croisée des chemins du folk revival. 

« Banjo Framus modèle Derroll Adams exposé au MiM en novembre 
2025. » in Le canard Folk, novembre 2025./ site du MiM : 
https://www.mim.be/fr/collection-piece/banjo-cinq-cordes 

« En souvenir du centenaire de la naissance de Derroll Adams. ‘Sous 
les projecteurs’ et exposition d’un banjo Framus au MiM en 
novembre 2025. » 
https://www.desmaele5str.be/pdf/archives/centenaire-naissance-
Derroll-Adams.pdf 

A Five-String Banjo Sourcebook – Banjo Attitudes: ICONOGRAPHY. 
2026 
https://archive.org/details/bat-sourcebook-iconography 

  

https://kylegrayyoung.gumroad.com/l/horace
https://www.mim.be/fr/collection-piece/banjo-cinq-cordes
https://www.desmaele5str.be/pdf/archives/centenaire-naissance-Derroll-Adams.pdf
https://www.desmaele5str.be/pdf/archives/centenaire-naissance-Derroll-Adams.pdf
https://archive.org/details/bat-sourcebook-iconography
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Page 195 (*) 
BANJO FIELD RECORDINGS – Library of Congress: 
https://web.archive.org/web/20180724031237/https://www.loc. 
gov/folklife/guides/Banjo.html 
Page 206 (*) 
Library of Congress, List of Banjo Field Recordings: 
https://web.archive.org/web/20180724031237/https://www.loc. 
gov/folklife/guides/Banjo.html 

* Same link 
  

https://web.archive.org/web/20180724031237/https:/www.loc.gov/folklife/guides/Banjo.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20180724031237/https:/www.loc.gov/folklife/guides/Banjo.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20180724031237/https:/www.loc.gov/folklife/guides/Banjo.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20180724031237/https:/www.loc.gov/folklife/guides/Banjo.html
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I. MONOGRAPHS, 
and other specialized publications (page 15) 

ADAMS Greg. “The Jola Akonting: Reconnecting the Banjo with its 
African Roots.” Sing Out, Spring 2007, pp. 43-51. 

FAIRBANKS A.C. Portraits of Celebrated Artists Using the “White 
Laydie” Banjo.” 1904. 
https://ia800605.us.archive.org/9/items/portraits-of-celebrated-artists-
using-the-whyte-laydie-
banjo/Portraits%20of%20Celebrated%20Artists%20Using%20the%20W
hyte%20Laydie%20Banjo.PDF 

GADDY Kristina, GIDDENS Rhiannon. Go Back and Fetch It. 
Recovering Early Black Music in the Americas for Fiddle and Banjo. 
Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 2025, 120 p. 
[contains 5-string banjo tablatures] 

HOOKS Joel. “The Bradbury Method.” The Five-Stringer, # 223, Summer 
issue, pp. 15-15. 

Hooks Joel. “A Notable Explanation.” The Five-Stringer. # 219, August 
2022. 
[about the A notation and the ‘pitch’] 

JACQUET Jim. Collecting Banjos. Jim Jacquet, 2020, 130 p. [Vol. 1/3] 

JACQUET Jim. Collecting More Banjos. Jim Jacquet, 2022, 185 p. 

JACQUET Jim. Even More Banjos, Jim Jacquet, 2023, 78 p. 

JACQUET Jim. More and More Banjos. Jim Jacquet, 2025, 77 p. 

JASEN David A. Recorded Ragtime, 1897-1958. Anchor Books; Those 
Ragtime Banjos. [notes for the Folkways Records, RBF Records 40, 1979. 

QUEEN Thomas. Appalachian Strings: The Instruments, Their Makers, 
The Music. Lancaster; OH: Decorative Arts Center, 2012, 72 p. 
[catalog of the exhibition presented from June 23 to September 9, 2012] 
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RIECK Josh. The Roots of the Banjo in Africa and Antebellum America: 
History and Construction. History of Musical Instruments: Technical 
Aspects. May 4, 2013. 
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5214455ce4b0476aaa6b62f2/t/5241
0ac3e4b0d8f207edc8bc/1379994307436/Banjo+History+Paper.pdf 

SHARPE Alfred Perry. The Banjo and You. London: The National 
Society of Banjoists. London, c. 1940, 32 p. 
https://archive.org/details/the-banjo-and-you-a.-p.-sharpe/mode/2up 

THOMPSON Joseph. “Five Strings for Freedom.” Modern American 
History, Vol. 7, n° 2, 2014, pp. 307-312. 

WOLFE Charles. “New Light on the ‘Coal Creek March.” The John 
Edward Memorial Foundation, Vol XII; n° 41, Spring 1976, pp. 1-8. 
https://ia600201.us.archive.org/15/items/jemfquarterlyser1976john/jemf 
quarterlyser1976john.pdf 

  

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5214455ce4b0476aaa6b62f2/t/52410ac3e4b0d8f207edc8bc/1379994307436/Banjo+History+Paper.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5214455ce4b0476aaa6b62f2/t/52410ac3e4b0d8f207edc8bc/1379994307436/Banjo+History+Paper.pdf
https://archive.org/details/the-banjo-and-you-a.-p.-sharpe/mode/2up
https://ia600201.us.archive.org/15/items/jemfquarterlyser1976john/jemfquarterlyser1976john.pdf
https://ia600201.us.archive.org/15/items/jemfquarterlyser1976john/jemfquarterlyser1976john.pdf
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II. ANTIQUE AND VINTAGE BANJO CATALOGS 
(page 40) 

See: https://desmaele5str.be/pdf/archives/CoverCatalogues.pdf 

ABBOTT. Abbott Quality Products. London: J.C. Abbott & Company, 
1927, 27 p. 

Bay & State 

Bohman. Catalog of Violins, Mandolins, Guitars, Zithers, Banjos. 
Chicago, Ills. 
[the Antwerp’s exhibition of 1894 is mentioned] 

Converse Solid Arm banjos, 1897 

Gariepy. Long Beach, CA, 1970 

Great Lakes Banjo Co.  

Pollman 

Slingerland-May-Bell Violin Craft Guitar – “Deluxe” Banjos, 
Mandolins and Ukuleles. 

John Alvey Turner. London, 1920 

William C. Stahl. Catalog “Stahl” Hand Made Mandolins, Guitars and 
Banjos. Milwaukee. 

  

https://desmaele5str.be/pdf/archives/CoverCatalogues.pdf
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III. BIOGRAPHIES – AUTOBIOGRAPHIES (page 46) 

BOURS Étienne. « Derroll Adams. Portrait de l’homme au banjo à travers 
des textes décortiqués » Published by Point Culture, 2012. 
https://www.pointculture.be/articles/portrait/derroll-adams/ 

DANSER Kathleen. Black Musicians in String-Bands in the American 
South: 1920–1950. University of Alberta. Department of Music, 2018. 
[thesis – Gus Cannon] 

EVANS Frank. Edden Hammons: Old Time Fiddler Drawn and Written 
by Frank Evans. 

HARPER C. Dazzling Stranger. Bert Jansch and the British Folk and 
Blues Revival. Bloombury Paperbacks, 2012, 417 p. 

ELDRIDGE Ben, with Barrett Randy. On banjo: Recollections, Licks and 
Solos. Barcroft Books, 2023, 104 p. 

GERRARD Alice. Custom Made Woman. A Life in Traditional Music. 
Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2025, 194 p. 

HUFFMAN Eddie. Doc Watson: A Life in Music. University of North 
Carolina Press, 2025, 288 p. 

LAWLESS Ray M. Folksingers and Folksongs in America: A Handbook 
of Biography, Bibliography and Discography. New York: Duell, Sloan and 
Pearce, 1960, 662 p.  

MARTIN Reed. Growing Up. Cabin John: Reed Martin, 1994, 88 p. 
[unpublished autobiography of a great old time banjo player] 

 

  

https://www.pointculture.be/articles/portrait/derroll-adams/
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IV. ENCYCLOPEDIAS – 
GENERAL AND REFERENCE WORKS (page 60) 

CARLIN Bob and Richard. Southern Exposure: The Story of Southern 
Music in Pictures and Words. Watson-Guptill Pubns, 2000, 160 p. 

ERBSEN Wayne. Southern Mountain Music: The Collected Writings of 
Wayne Erbsen. McFarland, 2025, 120 p. 

HARDWIG Bill. “Cocks, Balls and Banjos: Masculinity and Competition 
in Bluegrass Music.” Southern Quarterly, Summer 2001, pp. 35-48. 
https://www.academia.edu/13282630/_Cocks_Balls_Bats_and_Banjos_
Masculinity_and_Competition_in_Bluegrass_Music 

KLAMKIN Marian. Fig Leaf Rag: Old Sheet Music. A Pictorial History. 
Hawthorn Books, 1975, 214 p. 

LECK Kira Maria. “Playing American Folk Music in Rural America.” 
Music and Art in Action, Vol 4, n° 1, 2012. 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/277820995_Playing_Traditiona
l_Folk_Music_in_Rural_America 

LECLAIR Madeleine. « La musique et ses instruments au musée du quai 
Branly ». in La Lettre de l’OCIM, 112 | 2007, 30-39. 
https://journals.openedition.org/ocim/739 

MARSHALL Erynn. Music in the Air: The Shifting Borders of the West 
Virginia’s Fiddle and Song Traditions. Morgantown: West Virginia 
University Press, 2007, 270 p. 

MILLER Karl Hagstrom. Segregating Sound: Inventing Folk and Pop 
Music in the Age of Jim Crow. Duke University Press, 2010, 384 p. 

OSTENDORF Alan. “Song Catchers, Ballad Makers, and New Social 
Historians: The Historiography of Appalachian Music.” The Tennessee 
Historical Quarterly, Vol. 63, No. 3 (FALL 2004), pp. 192-202. 
https://www.academia.edu/42951914/Song_Catchers_Ballad_Makers_an
d_New_Social_Historians_The_Historiography_of_Appalachian_Music?
email_work_card=view-paper 

https://www.academia.edu/13282630/_Cocks_Balls_Bats_and_Banjos_Masculinity_and_Competition_in_Bluegrass_Music_
https://www.academia.edu/13282630/_Cocks_Balls_Bats_and_Banjos_Masculinity_and_Competition_in_Bluegrass_Music_
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/277820995_Playing_Traditional_Folk_Music_in_Rural_America
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/277820995_Playing_Traditional_Folk_Music_in_Rural_America
https://journals.openedition.org/ocim/739
https://www.academia.edu/42951914/Song_Catchers_Ballad_Makers_and_New_Social_Historians_The_Historiography_of_Appalachian_Music?email_work_card=view-paper
https://www.academia.edu/42951914/Song_Catchers_Ballad_Makers_and_New_Social_Historians_The_Historiography_of_Appalachian_Music?email_work_card=view-paper
https://www.academia.edu/42951914/Song_Catchers_Ballad_Makers_and_New_Social_Historians_The_Historiography_of_Appalachian_Music?email_work_card=view-paper
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PORTERFIELD Nolan. Exploring the Root Music: TwentyYears of the 
JEMF Quarterly. Scarecrow Press, 2003, 256 p. 

PYALL Nicholas. “Guitar stringing in late nineteenth-century North 
America: the emergence of steel.” Journal of the American Musical 
Instrument Society, vol. 40, no. 00, annual 2014, pp. 29+ 

RODRIGUEZ Alberto, TORRES Alberto. “John Lomax’s Southern States 
Recording Expedition: Brownsville, Texas, 1939.” 2016. 
https://www.academia.edu/115035764/John_Lomaxs_Southern_States_R
ecording_Expedition_Brownsville_Texas_1939?email_work_card=thum
bnail 

SEPKO Delaino. “The Archive of American Folk Song, the Library of 
Congress Recording Laboratory and Notions of American Identity.” 
Fontes Artis Musicae, Vol. 62/2, April-June 2015, pp. 92-100. 

SHELBURN Craig et al. 100 Years of Grand Ole Opry: A Celebration of 
the Artists, the Fans and the Home of Country Music. Abrams books, 2025, 
352 p. 

RAHN Jay. “Folk Music.” In The Bloomsbury Handbook of Religion and 
Popular Music.” Blomsbury Publishers, 2017. 
https://www.academia.edu/93334884/Folk_Music?email_work_card=vie
w-paper 

RODRIGUEZ Alberto, TORRES Rene. ‘John Lomax’s southern states 
recording Expedition: Brownsville, Texas, 1939.’ 

TOSHES Nick. Country: The Twisted Roots of Rock 'n' Roll. Da Capo 
1996, 304 p. 

VASSAL Jacques. Avoir vingt ans dans les oreilles. Les Fondeurs de 
Briques, 2025, 284 p. 

 

  

https://www.academia.edu/115035764/John_Lomaxs_Southern_States_Recording_Expedition_Brownsville_Texas_1939?email_work_card=thumbnail
https://www.academia.edu/115035764/John_Lomaxs_Southern_States_Recording_Expedition_Brownsville_Texas_1939?email_work_card=thumbnail
https://www.academia.edu/115035764/John_Lomaxs_Southern_States_Recording_Expedition_Brownsville_Texas_1939?email_work_card=thumbnail
https://www.academia.edu/93334884/Folk_Music?email_work_card=view-paper
https://www.academia.edu/93334884/Folk_Music?email_work_card=view-paper
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V. PERIODICALS (page 87) 

AMERICAN FOLKSAY 

THE AMERICAN GUILD OF BANJOISTS, MANDOLINISTS, and 
GUITARISTS YEAR BOOK. 
Souvenirs of the Sixtieth Annual Convention. Boston, April 20-May 2, 
1917. 

BANJO, MANDOLIN and GUITAR News 
[Vol. 3, no 25, October 1899, London] 

THE CHICAGO TRIO 
[Vol. 1, no 3, February and March 1898] 

THE F.O.G. MANDOLIN, BANJO & GUITAR JOURNAL. Published by 
F.O. Gutman, Cleveland, OH. 
[Vol. IV/1, November-December 1903] 
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VI. MUSIC BOOKS & METHODS (page 98) 

You will find more interesting links on ‘Internet Archive’. 

a. Minstrel Style   99 

b. Classic Style 105 
ARMSTRONG Thos. J., BACON Fred et al. Songs for the Banjo, in C 
Notation. New York: Wm. J. Smith & Co. 

BACON Frederick J. New and Revised Banjo Method for the Banjo, 
Schenectady, NY: Bacon-Goggin, [c. 1911], 59 p. – Boston: Goggin 
Publishing Co. 

BACON Frederick J. Ten Original Compositions for Banjo and Piano. 
Chicago: Siegel Myer Correspondence School of Music. 

BALLANTINE W. E. Banjo Selections for the Concert and Drawing 
Room. London: W.E. Ballantine. 

BAUR. The Banjoist’s Budget: Containing Fifty Jigs, Reels … for 
Professional or Amateur Use. Philadelphia: J.W. Pepper. 

BAUR A. Excelsior Method for the Banjo. Philadelphia: J.W. Pepper, 
1888, 152 p. 

BLACK Arthur W. A Practical Plectrum Method for the Standard Banjo. 
C Notation. Graded and Complete Through All Keys, Major and Minor. 
San Francisco: Sherman Clay & Co., 1919, 84 p. 

CAMMEYER A., MORLEY A., ESSEX C., BOOTH A. The Popular 
Banjo Album, no 3. London, The Cammeyer Music & Manufacturing Co., 
1900, 26 p. 
https://archive.org/details/popular-banjo-album-no-3-
cammeyer/mode/2up 

CONVERSE Frank B. Simplified Banjo Method, Without the Aids of 
Notes. New York: Henry T. Cornett, Printer, 1879, 32 p. 

CONVERSE F.B., LANSING G.L., BABB A.A., BROWNE I. et al. 
Hitchcock’s Superb Banjo Collection: 266 Choice Selection. New York: 

https://archive.org/details/popular-banjo-album-no-3-cammeyer/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/popular-banjo-album-no-3-cammeyer/mode/2up
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Benjamin W. Hitchcock, Publisher; Chicago: National Music Company, 
1892, 120 p. 

CONVERSE Frank B. Hitchcock's Banjo Collection - 230 Easy Pieces for 
the Banjo - Comprising a Choice Collection of Polkas, Waltzes, Clog 
Hornpipes, Reels, Jigs, ... both the Guitar and Banjo Styles of Execution. 
Classic Music Collection, 2019, 98 p. 

DEAN Warren. Dean’s Pick Method for the Banjo. C Notation. The Only 
Method for Playing the Banjo With a Pick. Paterson: NJ, Stephen Shepard, 
1917, 19 p. 

DOBSON George C. Dobson’s “Victor” banjo manual: containing the 
principles of music, examples, studies, gamuts, diagrams and cuts 
illustrating the positions. Boston, MA: White, Smith & Co.,1887, 84 p.  – 
Boston: White Smith Music Publishing Co. – Boston, New York, 
Philadelphia. 

DOBSON George C. The National Banjo Method. Boston, Chicago, New 
York: White Smith. 

ENO Paul. Practical School for the Banjo. Philadelphia: Wm. Boner & 
Co.; 1893, 51 p. 

ENO Paul. Eno’s Elementary And Advanced Technic Studies For The 
Banjo. Philadelphia, PA: The Maximum Pub, 1906. 
[series of exercises for banjo technique in A and C notation, complete in 
10 volumes.] 
https://ia601007.us.archive.org/23/items/enos-elementary-and-advanced-
technic-studies-for-the-banjo-paul-
eno/Enos%20Elementary%20and%20Advanced%20Technic%20Studies
%20for%20the%20Banjo%20Paul%20Eno.pdf 

Foden’s Chord for the Banjo. New York: Wm J. Smith & Co 

FODEN William. Home Study Lessons for Banjo (Five String). New York: 
U.S. School of Music, 1921. [96 lessons] 

FRANCIS & DAY. Banjo Songs for the Six and Sevent Stringed Banjo. 

GREY Neil. Neil Grey’s New Banjo Method Containing Complete 
Instruction for the Banjo. Cincinnati, Chicago, New York: John Church, 
1884, 80 p. 
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[a section by J.B. Schall on Practical Hints to Banjoists] 

Gatcomb’s Banjo Folio. Boston, Mass.: L.B. Gatcomb & Co. 

HALL E.M. Francis & Day’s 33 Banjo Solos. English System. Selected 
from E.M. Hall’s Banjo Tutor. London: Francis Brothers & Day. 
[approx. 1900 – some solos could have been reprinted from Dobson?] 

HOWES H.O. Figure Music for Banjo. A Quick Comprehensive Method 
of Playing the Banjo Without Notes, by Figure Notation. Chicago: A.O? 
and E.C. Howe, 1899 

JOHNSTONE A. Henry Berlini’s Celebrated Studies for Banjo or Zither 
Banjo. London: Barnes & Mullins, n.d., 19 p. 

KITCHENER Wm J. Modern Duplex Method for the Banjo. For Right 
hand Fingering and Plectrum Playing. C Notation. New York, NY: Wm 
Smith Co. Publishers, 1921. 

LUTTIG. Luttig’s New Practical Method for Banjo. “C” Notation. 
Plectrum and Finger. An easy up-to-date System. Chicago: The Chart 
Music Publishing House, 1923. 

MacKILLOP Rob. The Sentimental Banjo: The Lost Tradition. Mel Bay, 
2023, 48 p. 
[about the zither banjo - with audio CD] 

MacKILLOP Rob. The Banjoist's Budget. Fifty Jigs, Reels, Hornpipes, 
Clogs, Walk Arounds, Etc  by A. Baur; edited and intabulated by Rob 
MacKillop. Mel Bay, 2020, 68 p. 
[with audio CD] 

NICE W. Excelsior Banjo Album. London: The International Music 
Publishing Syndicate Limited, 1890. 

LANSING G. The Witmark Progressive Method for the Banjo. New York, 
Chicago, San Francisco, London, Paris: M. Witmark  Sons, 1914. 
[internet Archive] 

LANSING Geo L. Goes’ Cuckoos for the Banjo: Arranged by Geo L. 
Lansing. Boston, Mass: L.B. Gatcomb Co. 

https://www.melbay.com/Author/Default.aspx?AuthorId=37986
https://www.melbay.com/Author/Default.aspx?AuthorId=37986
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LYLE Albert. Turner’s 22nd Selection of 8 Classical Solos for Banjo. 
Arranged by Albert Lyle. London: John Alvey Turner. 
[Bennett, Chopin, Faust, Grieg, Heller, Rossini – on Internet Archive] 

MacKney’ Six Penny Banjo Tutor 

NASSAU-KENNEDY. Dallas’s Melodies Technique designed for the 
Promotion of Artistic Excellence in Banjo Playing. London: John E. Dallas 
& Sons Ltd, 1909, 16 p. 

PARTEE Clarence. Practical Hints on Modern Banjo Playing. Edited by 
Glen Turriff. London: J.H. Ebble-White. 

RICE M. Tuition in Banjo Technic. Boston: Walter Jacobs, 1913, 60 p. 
https://archive.org/details/tuition-in-banjo-technic-w-m-rice/mode/2up  

ROWDEN Claud C. Fundamental Principles of Banjo Playing. In C 
Notation. Velocity Studies. Chicago. Claud C. Rowden. n.d. 
[transitional method] 

https://archive.org/details/@joel_hooks 

SHAY William. Shay’s Banjo School. Boston, Chicago, New York: White 
Smith & Co., 1875, 48 p. 

SMITH Frank B. Frank B. Smith’s Scale Technique and Tremolo Studies 
for the Banjo. A and C Notation. 1916. 
https://archive.org/details/frank-b.-smiths-scale-technique-and-tremolo-
studies-for-banjo/mode/2up 

SNOW Billy. Snow’s Banjo and Cornet Instructor. New York: New York 
Popular Publishing Co., 1883. 
https://archive.org/details/billy-snows-banjo-and-cornet-instructor-1883/ 

STAHL Wm. C. Wm. C. Stahl’s New Banjo Method. Milwaukee, WS: 
Wm. C. Stahl. 

STENT N.J. Banjo Method: Correct Elements of Playing. Sydney: Daking 
House, 1925, 30 p. 
[transitional method] 

TOCABEN Louis. The Most Popular Banjo Operatic Pieces. New York: 
Hinds, Noble & Eldredge Publishers, 1925, 37 p. 

https://archive.org/details/tuition-in-banjo-technic-w-m-rice/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/@joel_hooks
https://archive.org/details/frank-b.-smiths-scale-technique-and-tremolo-studies-for-banjo/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/frank-b.-smiths-scale-technique-and-tremolo-studies-for-banjo/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/billy-snows-banjo-and-cornet-instructor-1883/
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https://archive.org/details/the-most-popular-banjo-operatic-
pieces/mode/2up 
[arrangements of classical music pieces] 

TRINKAUS P. 120 Melodic Banjo Studies for the Right Hand. English 
and American Notation. New York, Chicago, Sans Francisco, London, 
Paris, Melbourne: M. Witmark Sons, 1913. 
https://archive.org/details/120-melodic-banjo-studies-for-the-right-hand-
trinkaus 

Twelve Radio Favorites for Banjo (finger style, C notation) – Smith 
Tuneful Solos for Banjo. 

WINNER Septimus. Ideal Method for the Banjo. Boston: Oliver Ditson 

WINNER Septimus. Winner’s New Premier for the Banjo 

YOUNG Kyle Gray. Ladies in the Parlour. The First Woman on the 
Banjo; 1884 1964. Kyle Gray Young, 2025, 165 p. 
website:  

c. Folk Music – Old Time Music 121 
BROWN Matt. Thumb Lead Two-Finger Banjo. 

BEISSWENGER Drew, ANDRADE Roy, PROUTY Scott. Appalachian 
Fiddle Music. Mel Bay Publications, 2021, 212 p. 

KOELER Barbara, MULLER Eric. Frailing the Five-String Banjo. An 
Instruction Manual. Mel Bay Publications, 2002, 96 p. 

d. Bluegrass 125 
SCHOYSMAN Thierry. Bill Keith Banjo Style. 2024. 
https://www.keithstyle.com/index.php 

e. Tenor and Plectrum Banjo 128 
 
  

https://archive.org/details/the-most-popular-banjo-operatic-pieces/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/the-most-popular-banjo-operatic-pieces/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/120-melodic-banjo-studies-for-the-right-hand-trinkaus
https://archive.org/details/120-melodic-banjo-studies-for-the-right-hand-trinkaus
https://www.keithstyle.com/index.php
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VII. RECORDINGS & LINER NOTES (page 129) 

 
 
  



 19 

VIII. FILMOGRAPHY (page 148) 

Banjo Ringing 
https://archive.org/details/banjos-ringing-the-maryland-banjo-
academy  
The Maryland Banjo Academy, 1997. 
[Eddie Adcock, Jim Bollman, Dwight Diller, Bill Emerson, Dwight 
Diller, Bela Fleck + more than 30 personalities]  

Gordon Dando’s Classic Banjo, 2001, 2h 45’ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hb6bPy0Bg54 
[William Ball, Tarrant Bailey Jnr., Chris Sands, Horace Craddy – an 
important survey of the last classic banjo in England] 

The Béla Fleck Interview: The Journey of a Banjo Virtuoso, 1h 20’ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_xNR2VHOzcY 
[Béla Fleck and his approach of the instrument] 
 
  

https://archive.org/details/banjos-ringing-the-maryland-banjo-academy
https://archive.org/details/banjos-ringing-the-maryland-banjo-academy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hb6bPy0Bg54
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_xNR2VHOzcY
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IX. BANJO PLAYERS (page 158) 

a. Afro-American Style 159 

b. Minstrel Style 162 
c. Classic Style  163 
LEWIS Aaron Jonah, b. 1981 
MIDDLETON Alan, [UK], 1927-2023 
BUEHLING Clarke, b. 1947 
d. Old Time  166 
MARTIN Reed, 1946-2024 
e. Bluegrass 
ARNOLD Eddie   -2025 

f. Folk Revival – Long Neck Banjo  171 
g. Banjo Players from the Collections Kept at the American –
Folklife Center 

h. Tenor & Plectrum Banjo  180 
 
 
  

171 
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X. CONTEMPORARY BANJO BUILDERS (page 183) 

BALL Banjos 
David R. Ball 

CAPEK Banjos 
Rosťa Čapek 
Zubatého 9, 150 00 PRAGUE 5, The Czech Republic 
https://www.capek.us/en 

EMERALD Banjos 
Ireland 
https://irelandcalls.com/irish-music/emerald-banjos.htm 

OME BANJOS 
3656 S. Hopkins Ave., Titusville, FL 32780 
https://www.omebanjos.com/ 
[after a closure in 2024, Ome Banjos has reopened in Florida, in June 2024 
- included in the Gold Tone Music Group] 

STONE Banjos 
133 Marion Drive, McMurray, PA 15317 
https://www.stonebanjo.com/contact-us 

TERRIS Banjos 
Michael Terris 

 

  

https://www.capek.us/en
https://irelandcalls.com/irish-music/emerald-banjos.htm
https://www.omebanjos.com/
https://www.stonebanjo.com/contact-us
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XI. MAIN DOCUMENTATION CENTERS (page 195) 
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XII. WEBOGRAPHY (page 199) 

JABBOUR Alan 
https://www.loc.gov/item/2021690722/ 

Mandolin Brothers 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mandolin_Brothers 

NIX Michael. ‘New Classic Banjo Project. Seven-string ‘banjar’. 
https://nixworks.com  

 
 

https://www.loc.gov/item/2021690722/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mandolin_Brothers
https://nixworks.com/

