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Pour éviter de nous perdre dans le dédale des enregis-
trements, nous nous limiterons principalement aux réfé-
rences des disques desquels sont extraits les titres de 
An American Five String History (Frémeaux et Associés, 
2008) et de Modern Times (non publié). Ils constituent la 
sélection discographique suggérée dans Banjo Attitudes 
et A Five-String Banjo Sourcebook. Cette ébauche d’an-
thologie – qui n’a pas la prétention d’être exhaustive –, 
pourra avantageusement être complétée. Par ailleurs, le 
bluegrass est un univers de prédilection pour le banjo 
à cinq cordes. Il mériterait d’être développé. Notre pro-
pos a un objectif didactique et s’intéresse en priorité aux 
sources. Nous espérons avoir orienté le lecteur vers des 
éléments lui permettant de satisfaire sa curiosité et de 
poursuivre des recherches personnelles, dont internet 

nous ouvre largement l’accès.



De nombreux labels nous proposent des productions ré-
centes, ainsi que des rééditions. Si les grandes firmes de 
disques sont présentes sur le marché – comme c’était 
d’ailleurs déjà le cas lors de la période d’avant-guerre 
avec Columbia, Paramount, Brunswick, Victor Records, 
RCA… –, on remarquera qu’à partir du folk revival, l’offre 
proviendra majoritairement de maisons spécialisées, 
plus discrètes : Folkways (Smithsonian), Elektra, Yazoo, 
Vanguard, County, Kicking Mule, Flying Fish, Rounder, 
June Appal… Ces labels – diffusés dans les cercles plus 
restreints d’amateurs –, viennent parfois compléter les 
éditions patrimoniales de la Library of Congress. Nous 
noterons aussi celles de quelques universités, ainsi que 
les collections remarquables publiés par June Appal… 
ou le Field Recorder Collective, une initiative sans but 

lucratif créée plus récemment par Ray Alden.



Derroll Adams; Portland Town
Ace of Clubs Records, Decca SCL 1227, 1967.

Derroll Adams



Red Allen, Frank Wakefield and the Kentuckians
Folkways Records, FA 2408, 1964.

Bill Keith, Pete Roberts



Altamont; Black Stringband Music From the 
Library of Congress
Rounder CD 0238, 1989. 

Nathan Frazier, Murph Gribble



Anthology of American Folk Music
Edited by Harry Smith,
Folkways Records FA 2951 à 2953, 1952 - 
Smithsonian Folkways SFW 40090, 1997.

Clarence Ashley, Buell Kazee, Richard Burnett, Bascom Lamar 
Lunsford, Dock Boggs, Uncle Dave Macon



American Banjo; Tunes and Songs in  
Scruggs Style
Folkways FA 2314, 1957 – 
Smithsonian Folkways 40037, 2004.

Snuffy Jenkins, Joe Stuart, Smiley Hobbs, Larry Richardson, 
Roni Stoneman, Eric Weissberg…



American Folksongs for Children
Rounder Records, 1977 –
Rounder Records, 1987.

Mike  Seeger, Peggy Seeger



A Banjo Galaxy; The Classic Banjo of William J. Ball
Rounder Records 3005, 1975.

William J. Ball



Banjo Gems; Solos, Duets, Trios 
Kiking Mule Records KM 211, 1980.

Clarke Buehling, Hank Sapoznik, Steve Moore



Banjo-istics; Finger Stylists and Plectrum 
Americana A880, s.d. -
5 String Banjo. America’s National Instrument, Americana, s.d.

Fred Bacon, Bill Bowen, Ted Shawnee, Alexander Magee,
Frank Bradbury



Riley Baugus; Life of Riley
Yodel Ay Hee Records CD 038, 2001.

Riley Baugus



Mac Benford; Half Past Four
Yodel-Ay-Hee – CD052, 2004.

Mac Benford



Carroll Best; Say Old Man, Can You Play the Banjo? 
Copper Creek Records CCCD 0175, 1999.

Carroll Best



Black Banjo Songsters of North Carolina 
and Virginia
Smithsonian Folkways SF CD 40079, 1998.

John Snipes, Dink Roberts, Odell Thompson, Etta Baker…



Black-Tie Banjo; Centennial Souvenir
Black Tie Banjo BTB 1102, 1998.

Geoff Freed



Jake Blount; Spider Tales
Free Dirt Records MA8775, 2020.

Jake Blount



Dock Boggs; Legendary Singer & Banjo Player
Recorded and Edited by Mike Seeger,
Folkways Records FA 2351, 1964.

Dock Boggs



Fleming Brown; Little Rosewood Casket 
and Other Songs of Joy
Merrywang 1953, 1984.

Flemming Brown



Camp Chase; Solos and Duets of 19th 
Century Fiddle and Banjo Music
Flying Cow Music 12/98, ca. 1992.

Rob Morrison



Camp Creek Boys; Old Time String Band
County 709, 1967  -
County CO-CD-2719, 1997.

Kyle Creed & Fred Cockerham



Bob Carlin; Banging and Sawing
Rounder CD 0197, 1996 (1985).

Bob Carlin



Bob Carlin; Mr Space Man
Car Tunes, 102, 1990. 

Bob Carlin



Bob Carlin; Where Did you Get That Hat?
Rounder Records 0172, 1982.

Bob Carlin, Tony Trischka



Melodic Clawhammer Banjo
Kicking Mule Records KM 209, 1977.

Ken Perlman, Henry Sapoznik, Robert Carlin, Andy Cahan, 
Dana Loomis



Clawhammer Banjo 
County 701, 1965 –
Réédition au format CD par County Records.

Kyle Creed, Fred Cockerham, George Stoneman, Wade Ward



Smithsonian Folkways, SF CD 40097, 1997.

“Cleve” Sutphin, Louise Foreacre, Wade Ward, Snuffy Jenkins, 
George Landers, Dock Boggs… 

Close to Home; Old time Music from Mike 
Seeger’s Collection (1952-1967)



Field Recorders’ Collective, FRC 101, 2004.

Fred Cockerham

Fred Cockerham; Recordings from the 
Collection of Ray Alden



The Lost Recordings of Banjo Bill Cornett
Produced, Edited and Annotated by John Cohen, 
Field Recorder’s Collective FRC 304, 2005.

Bill Cornett



Rufus Crisp
Folkways Records, FA 2342, 1972
Rufus Crisp



The Dillards; Back Porch Bluegrass
Elektra Records EKS 7232, 1963 –
Folklore des montagnes des États-Unis, Vogue MDEKL 9309, 
s.d.(ca. 1966).

Douglas Dillard



Dwight Diller; Harvest, W.Va. Mountain Music
Yew Pine Mountain Music YP-IX3, 1997.

Dwight Diller



The Early Minstrel Show
New World Records 80338, 1985 (1998).

Bob Winans



Béla Fleck & the Flecktones; Live Art 
Warner Brothers 9362-46247-2, 1996.

Béla Fleck…



Béla Fleck; Tales From the Acoustic Planet 
Warner Brothers CDW 45854, 1995.

Béla Fleck



Béla Fleck; Perpetual Motion
Sony Classical SK 89610, 2001. 

Béla Fleck…



Folk Banjo Styles
Elektra Records ELK 7217, 1963.

Eric Weissberg, Tom Paley, Art Rosenbaum…



Friends of Old Time Music
Folkways FA 2390, 1964.

Clarence Ashley, Dock Boggs, Roscoe Holcomb, Hobart Smith,  
The Stanley Bros.



Galax Va, Old Fiddler’s Convention
Folkways Record FA 2435, 1964.

Divers groupes et banjoïstes



Fred Geiger
Ridge Runner Records RRR 014, 1978.

Fred Geiger



Gail Gillespie and Friends; Travelin’ Shoes
Bucksnort CD 001, 2001.

Dwight Rogers



The Hammons Family; A Study
of a West Virginia Family’s Tradition
Rounder Records 0018, 1973 –
Rounder CD 1504/5, 1998 – Archives of Folk Song, 1973.

Burl Hammons, Lee Hammons, Maggie Hammons…



Hand-Picked; 25 Years of Bluegrass on 
Rounder Records
Rounder CD AN 22/23, 1995.

Béla Fleck, Alison Brown, J.D. Crowe, Tom Adams, Don Stover, 
Allen Shelton, Butch Robins, Tony Trischka, Bill Evans…



John Hartford; Mark Twang
Flying Fish Records FF 020, 1976 –  
Flying Fish Records / Rounder Records, 1986.

John Hartford



Berline, Crary, Hickman
Sugar Hill Records SH 3720, 1981.

John Hickman



High Atmosphere; Ballads and Banjo Tunes 
from Virginia and North Carolina
Ballads and banjo tunes from Virginia and North Carolina, collected 
by John Cohen in November of 1965,
Folkways Records, 1974 - Rounder CD 002, 1995.

Frank Proffitt, Sidna Myers, George Landers, Fred Cockerham…



Roscoe Holcomb; The High Lonesome Sound
Folkways FA 2368, 1965 –
Smithsonian Folkways SF CD 40104, 1998.

Roscoe Holcomb



Hollow Rock String Band
Rounder Records 0024, 1974 -
Hollow Rock Legacy, Alan Jabbour, 2004.

Tommy Thompson 



County 748, 1974 – 
County Records CD 2726, 1999.

Tommy Jarrell

The Legacy of Tommy Jarrell; Come and
Go With Me, Banjo Solos



Tommy & Fred; Best Fiddle-Banjo
Duets Played by Tommy Jarrell & Fred Cockerham
County Records CD-2702, 1992 – rec. ca. 1965.

Fred Cockerham (bj.), Tommy Jarrel (f.)



Green Linnet GLCD 2107, 1992.

Bill Keith

Bill Keith; Beating Around the Bush 



Kentucky Mountain Music 
Yazoo-Shanachie 2200, 2003.

“Dick” Burnett, Buell Kazee, Pete Steele, Justis Begley,
Walter Williams…



Will Keys; A Banjo Original
County Records CO-CD-2720, 1997.

Will Keys



Walt Koken; Banjonique 
Rounder Records CD 0337, 1994.

Walt Koken



Mel Bay Publications, MB96660BCD, 1999.

Brad Leftwich

Brad Leftwich; Clawhammer Banjo,
Round Peak Style

Voir le cd 
du recueil



The Library of Congress Banjo Collection
Rounder Records 0237, 1988.

Walter Williams, McCinley Asher, Thadeus Willingham, Bob Bossie…



Bertram Levy; That Old Gut Feeling
Flying Fish Records FC 27271, 1982 –
Idem, Bertram Levy BLMP3, 2003.

Bertram Levy



The Lilly Brothers & Don Stover; Folk 
Songs From the Southern Mountains
Folkways Records FA 2433, 1962 –
Smithsonian Folkways SFW 40158, 2005.

Don Stover



Derek Lillywhyte; Banjo Reminiscences
Rounder Records 0095, 1980.

Dereck Lillywhite



Smithsonian Folkways, SF CD 40082, 1996.

Bascom Lamar Lunsford

Bascom Lamar Lunsford; Ballads, Banjo Tunes
and Sacred Songs of Western North Carolina



Mel Bay Publications, Pacific, MO, 2020, 68 p.

Rob MacKillop.

Rob MacKillop; The Banjoist's Budget. By A. Baur
  

Voir le cd 
du recueil



Wade & Julia Mainer; In the Land of Melody
June Appal Record JA0065D, 1992.

Wade Mainer



Reed Martin; Old Time Banjo
Reed Martin, self production, 1998.

Reed Martin



Michael J. Miles; American Bach
Right Turn on Red Music RTORM 822, 1997.

Michael Miles



Jim Mills; Hide Head Blues
Sugar Hill Records – SUG-CD-4004, 2005.
Jim Mills



Minstrel Banjo Style 
Rounder, CD 0321, 1994.

Joseph Ayers, Clarke Buehling, Bob Carlin, Bob Flesher, 
Tony Trischka, Bob Winans



Rounder, CD 0421, 1997.

Bruce Molsky, Rafe Stefanini

Bruce Molsky & Big Hoedown



Bill Monroe and His Bluegrass Boys;
Bluegrass Instrumentals 
Decca Records DL 7460 – 
MCA Records 104, 1973.

Bill Keith, Joe Stuart, Rudy Lyle…



More Clawhammer Banjo; Songs and Tunes
from the Mountains
County 717, 1969 – 
Clawhammer Banjo, Volume Two, County CO-CD-2717, 2004.

Oscar Wright, Matogie Slaugter, Fred Cockerham, Glen Smith, 
Tommy Jarrell, Sidna Myers, Doc Watson, Gaither Carlton…



Mountain Music Bluegrass Style 
Folkways, FA 2318, 1960. 

Smiley Hobbs, Don Stover, Bob Yelling, Mike Seeger,
Eric Weissberg…



Mountain Music of Kentucky 
Folkways,1960 -
Smithsonian Folkways, SF CD 40077, 1996.

Bill Cornett, Lee Sexton, Roscoe Holcomb, James Crase,
Willie Chapman…



Mud Acres; Music Among Friends
Rounder Records 3001, 1972 -  
Matchbox Records SDM 239, Country Series, Vol. 6, 1973.

Bill Keith, Artie Traum, Happy Traum



The Music of Bill Monroe: from 1936 to 1994
MCA, MCAD4 11048, 1994.

David Akerman, Don Reno, Earl Scruggs, Rudy Lyle, Bill Keith… 
ainsi que d’autres banjoïstes ayant accompagné Bill Monroe.



Larry McNeely; Rapsody for Banjo
Flying Fish Records 025, 1976.

Larry McNeely



Folkways Records FA 2396, 1958 -
Out Standing in Their Field: The New Lost City Ramblers, Vol . 2, 1963-1973, 
Smithsonian Folkways SFW 40040, 1993. 

Mike Seeger, Tom Paley, John Cohen, Tracy Schwartz

The New Lost City Ramblers, Vol. 1



Michael Nix; Aperçu: New Classic Banjo Project
Big Round Records, 2023.

Michael Nix



The North Carolina Banjo Collection 
Rounder CD 0439/40, 1998.

Odell Thompson, Etta Baker, Libba Cotten, Dink Roberts, Ola Belle 
Reed, Samantha Bumgarner, Charlie Lowe, Frank Jenkins, Dock 
Walsh, Snuffy Jenkins, Carroll Best…



The Old Time Banjo in America
Kicking Mule KM 204, 1978.

Reed Martin, Dan Gellert, John Burke, Ola Belle Reed,
Buell Kazee…



Ken Perlman; Devil in the Kitchen: Celtic 
Music on Clawhammer Banjo
Marimac, CD 6502, 1993.

Ken Perlman



Hazel Dickens and Alice Gerrard; 
Pioneering Women of Bluegrass
Folkways Records FTS 31034, 1973 –
Smithsonian Folkways SFW 40065, 2005.

Lamar Grier



The Legend of Charlie Poole; Original 
Recordings, 1926 – 1930, Volume 3.
County, CO CD 3516, 1998.

Charlie Poole



Frank Proffitt of Reese, NC; Traditional 
Songs and Ballads of Appalachia
Folk-Legacy Records-1, 1962 – 
Folk-Legacy CD-1, 2001.

Frank Proffitt



Rebel Records; 35 Years of the Best in 
Bluegrass, 1960-1995
Rebel CD 4000-1-2-3-4,1997.

Eddie Adcock, Don Reno, Bill Emmerson, Ralph Stanley…



Ola Belle Reed; Rising Sun Melodies
Smithsonian Folkways SFW40202, 2010.

Ola Belle Reed



Harry Reiser; Banjo Crackerjax, 1922-1930
Yazoo, L-1048, s.d.

Harry Reser (banjo ténor)



Art Rosenbaum; The Art of  the Mountain Banjo
Kicking Mule Records SNKF 113, 1974.

Art Rosenbaum



Mel Bay Publications MB984268CD, 2003.

Chris Sands

Voir le cd 
du recueil

Chris Sands;Tarrant Bailey Jr. Banjo Solos 
His Life and Works



Flatt & Scruggs, 1948-1959
Bear Family BCD 15472, 1991.

Earl Scruggs  



Flatt & Scruggs on Foggy Mountain
Sony Music Special Edition, IDK 85202, 1979.

Earl Scruggs



Mike Seeger; Southern Banjo Sounds 
Smithsonian Folkways SFW CD 40107, 1998.

Mike Seeger



Pete Seeger; American Favorite Ballads
Vol. 4, Folkways FWX-M-52323, 1961 – 
Smithsonian Folkways SFW CD 40153, 2006.

Pete Seeger



Pete Seeger; American Industrial Ballads 
Folkways 5251, 1957 –
Smithsonian Folkways SF 40058, 1992.

Pete Seeger



Morgan Sexton; Shady Grove
June Appal Recordings JA0066D, 1992.

Morgan Sexton



Will Slayden; African-American Banjo 
Songs from West Tennessee
Tennessee Folklore Society TFS-123, 2001.

Will Slayden



Songs from the Mountain
Howdy Skies Records; HS 1001, 1998.

Dirk Powell, Tim O’Brian, John Herrmann



Roger Sprung; Progressive Bluegrass, Vol. 3  
Folkways, FA 2372, 1964.

Roger Sprung



Stanley Brothers; Long Journey Home
Rebel Records CD-1110, 1990.

Ralph Stanley



Jody Stecher; Oh The Wind and Rain:
Eleven Ballads
Appleseed Recordings APR CD 1030, 1999.

Jody Stecher



Pete Steele; Banjo Tunes and Songs
Recorded and Edited by Ed Kahn, 
Folkways Records FS 3828, 1958.

Pete Steele



Kirk Sutphin; Old Roots and New Branches
County Records, CO-CD-2711, 1994.

Kirk Sutphin, Paul Brown



Folkways, FA 2434, 1962.

Divers groupes et banjoïstes

The 37th Old-Time Fiddler Convention at 
Union Grove, NC 



Joe Thompson; Family Tradition
Rounder Records, CD 2161, 1999.

Bob Carlin



Tom, Brad & Alice; Been Still There
Cooper Creek, CCCD 0164, 1998.

Tom Sauber



Traditional Music from Grayson and Carroll Counties: 
Songs, Tunes, with Fiddle, Banjo and Band 
Folkways Records FS 3811, 1962.

Vester Jones, Glen Smith, Wade Ward…



Tony Trischka; Banjoland
Rounder Records, 0087, 1977.

Tony Trischka



Tony Trischka; World Turning
Rounder Records, CD 0294, 1994.

Tony Trischka



Yazoo, 1044, s.d (1974).

Fred Van Eps, Vess Ossman

Fred Van Eps and Vess Ossman; Kings of
the Ragtime Banjo



Various Artists; Child Ballads
Smithsonian Folkways Recordings, FPL10418, 2024.



Various Artists; The Cornshuckers’s Frolic Vol. 1
Downhome Music and Entertainment from the American Countryside.

Yazoo Records 2045, 1999.



Various Artists; Ears of the People
Ekonting Songs from Senegal and The Gambia,

Smithsonian Folkways Recordings SFW40600, 2023. 



Various Artists; The Wayne Adams Old ‘Classic’
Banjo Collection 1897-1952
Frémeaux & Associés, FA 5816, 2022.

Fred Van Eps, Vess Ossman, Alfred Farland, Bill Bowen, Fred Bacon…



Various Artists
Jola: Hidden Gnawa Music in Brussels.

Muzielpublique label, 2022. 



Various Artists
Protobilly: The Minstrel And Tin Pan Alley DNA Of Country Music 
1892-2017.
JSP Records JSP5202, 2019



Uncle Wade; A Memorial to Wade Ward, 
Old Time Virginia Banjo Picker
Project assembled and annotated by Jane Rigg and Eric H. Davidson,
Folkways Records FA 2380, 1973.

Wade Ward



Abigail Washburn; Song of theTraveling Daughter
Nettwerk 0 6700 30423 2 1, 2005.

Abigail Washburn



The Original Folkways Recordings of Doc 
Watson and Clarence Ashley, 1960-1962
Smithsonian Folkways SF 40029/30, 1994.

Doc Watson, Clarence Ashley



Folkways, FA 2366, 1963 –
Smithsonian Folkways SFW 40012, 1990.

Doc Watson…

The Watson Family



The Young Fogies
Heritage Records, 1985 – 
The Young Fogies, Rounder Records 0319, 1994.

Reed Martin, Art Rosenbaum, Alice Gerrard…



An American Five String History:
https://www.fremeaux.com/fr/2565-banjo-1901-1956-
le-banjo-americain-a-cinq-cordes-3561302517926-
fa5179.html

The Wayne Adams’ Old ‘Classic’ Banjo Collection:
https://www.fremeaux.com/fr/6559-2416-the-wayne-
adams-old-classic-banjo-collection-1897-1952-
3561302581620-fa5816.html#tracklist

Modern Times: 1957–2008
https://www.desmaele5str.be/modernTimes.html

https://www.fremeaux.com/fr/2565-banjo-1901-1956-le-banjo-americain-a-cinq-cordes-3561302517926-fa5179.html
https://www.fremeaux.com/fr/2565-banjo-1901-1956-le-banjo-americain-a-cinq-cordes-3561302517926-fa5179.html
https://www.fremeaux.com/fr/2565-banjo-1901-1956-le-banjo-americain-a-cinq-cordes-3561302517926-fa5179.html
https://www.fremeaux.com/fr/6559-2416-the-wayne-adams-old-classic-banjo-collection-1897-1952-3561302581620-fa5816.html
https://www.fremeaux.com/fr/6559-2416-the-wayne-adams-old-classic-banjo-collection-1897-1952-3561302581620-fa5816.html
https://www.fremeaux.com/fr/6559-2416-the-wayne-adams-old-classic-banjo-collection-1897-1952-3561302581620-fa5816.html
https://www.desmaele5str.be/modernTimes.html

