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Voici une série de monographies touchant à différents 
aspects du banjo. Elles traitent non seulement de son 
histoire mais aussi de sa fabrication. Les historiens, les 
musicologues et les ethnomusicologues, nous offrent 
l’éclairage indispensable à une approche juste de l’ins-
trument. Nous sommes gratifiés de quelques publications 
universitaires, tandis que les dates d’édition témoignent 
d’un intérêt renforcé pour l’étude du banjo dans la pé-

riode du post folk revival.
Ces monographies sont – à côté des biographies, des 
périodiques, de la littérature musicale et des ouvrages 
généraux – les clés de la compréhension de la subs-
tance de l’instrument. Banjo Attitudes et A Five-String 
Banjo Sourcebook complèteront cette liste par de nom-
breux articles faisant date dans le domaine du banjo à 

cinq cordes.



Greg Adams
Greg C. Adams, Nineteenth-Century Banjos in the Twenty-First 
Century: Custom and Tradition in a Modern Early Banjo Revival, 
thèse soumise à la Graduate School de l’Université du Maryland, 
College Park, 2012 – pdf sur internet.



Une histoire du banjo.
Outre Mesure, 2003, 286 p.

Nicolas Bardinet



The Banjo in Virginia: An Exhibit Produced by the Blue Ridge 
Institute & Museum.
Ferrum, VA: Ferrum College, 2000, 12 p.

Blue Ridge Institute & Museum



Robert Browder, Mac Traynham
Old Time Banjocraft: 5 String Open Back Banjo Making. 
Thump Factor Publishing, 2010, 46 p.



Bob Carlin 
Banjo, An Illustrated History. 
Backbeat Books, 2016, 256 p.



Bob Carlin
The Birth of the Banjo. Joel Walker Sweeney and Early Minstrelstry.
McFarland & Co., 2007, 203 p.



Bob Carlin
String Bands in the North Carolina Piedmont. 
Jefferson, NC, McFarland & Co., 2004, 268 p.



Richard P. Cicciarelli
Banjo Patents: U.S. Banjo Patents of the Nineteenth Century.
chez l’auteur, 2005, 412 p.



Cecelia Conway
African Banjo Echoes in Appalachia.
University of Tennessee Press, 1995, 424 p.



Gérard De Smaele, Étienne Bours
La banjo américain.
Bruxelles, La Médiathèque, 2002, 38 p. 



Gérard De Smaele
Banjo à cinq cordes : histoire et informations pratiques à propos de 
le documentation.
Bruxelles, Musée Instrumental, 1983, 97 p.



Gérard De Smaele
Banjo Attitudes. Le banjo à cinq cordes : son histoire générale,
sa documentation.
Paris, L’Harmattan, 2015, 238 p.



Gérard De Smaele
A Five-String Banjo Sourcebook.
Paris, L’Harmattan, 2019, 212 p.
+ mise à jour : www.desmaele5str.be



Laurent Dubois
The Banjo: America’s African Instrument.
Harvard University Press, 2016, 384 p.



Rex Ellis
With a Banjo on my Knee: A Musical Journey From Slavery to Freedom.
Franklin Watts, 2001, 160 p.



Bob Flescher
Historical Reprints of the Origin of Negro Minstrelsy.
Dr Horsehair Music, s.d.



Kristina Gaddy
Well of Souls: Uncovering the Banjo’s Hidden History.
W.W. Norton & Co., 2022.



George Gruhn, Walter Carter
Acoustic Guitars And Other Fretted Instruments: A Photographic History.
G.P.I. Books, 1993, 313 p.



Phil Gura, James Bollman
America’s Instrument: The Banjo in the Nineteenth Century.
University of North Carolina Press, 1999, 303 p.



Uli Heier, Rainer E. Lotz
The Banjo on Record: A Bio-Discography. 
Westport, CT, Greenwood Press, 1993, 597 p.



Paul Heller, 
Frank Converse’s Banjo Reminiscences.
Create Space Independant Publishing Platform, 2011, 150 p.



Corbin Hayslett
The Doyen of Dixie: A Survey of the Banjo Styling of Uncle Dave Macon.
East Tennessee State University, 2018. [student thesis]



Ackim Hippenstiel
The Banjo Manual. Vol. 1. 
West Germany, chez l’auteur, 1980, 240 p.



Mike Holmes
Index to Patents and Patentees of Acoustic, Fretted Stringed 
Musical Instruments: 1831 to 1949. 127 p.



John Irwin
Musical Instruments of the Southern Appalachian Mountains.
Schiffer Publishing Ltd., 1979, 104 p.



Jim Jacquet
Collecting Banjos.
Jim Jacquet, 2020, 130 p.



Jim Jacquet
Collecting More Banjos.
Jim Jacquet, 2022, 185 p.



Jim Jacquet
Even More Banjos.
Jim Jacquet, 2023, 78 p.



Jim Jacquet
More and More (and More) Banjos.
Jim Jacquet, 2025, 77 p.



Richard Jones-Bamman
Building New Banjos for an Old Time World.
University of Illinois Press, 2017, 272 p.



Karen Linn
That Half-Barbaric Twang: The Banjo in American Popular Culture.
University of Illinois Press, 1991, 185 p.



Leo Mazow
Picturing the Banjo.
The Pensylvania State University Press, 2005, 179 p. – 
catalogue d’exposition.



Ray McBride
“Banjos and Dulcimers”.
Foxfire 3, Anchor Press, 1973, pp. 120-207.



Jim Mills
Gibson Mastertone, Flathead 5-String Banjos of the 1930’s and 1940’s.
Centerstream Publishings, s.d. (2009), 169 p.



Tom Nechville
Dynamics of Banjo Sound. 
Mel Bay Publications, 2012, 48 p.



James Patterson
Pearl Inlay: An Instruction Manual for Inlaying Abalone and Mother-of-Pearl.
Stewart McDonald, 1991, 82 p.



Thomas Queen
Appalachian Strings: The Instruments, Their Makers,The Music. Lancaster; OH: 
Decorative Arts Center, 2012, 72 p.
[catalog of the exhibition presented from June 23 to September 9, 2012]



Larry Robinson
Art of the Inlay: Design and Technique for Fine Woodworking. 
Miller Freeman Books, 1999, 112 p.



George Reynolds, Wesley Taylor
“Gourd Banjos and Songbows”. 
Foxfire, 6, New York, Anchor Press, 1975, pp. 54-92.



Larry Sandberg
Complete Banjo Repair.
Oak Publications, 1979, 112 p.



Lowell Schreyer
The Banjo Entertainers: Roots to Ragtime. A Banjo History.  
Minnesota Heritage Publishing, 2006, 269 p.



Albert Percy Sharpe
A Complete Guide to the Instruments of the Banjo Family.
Clifford Essex Music Co, 1966, 35 p.



Robert Shaw et al.
The Birth of the Banjo.
Katonah Museum of Art, 2003, 51 p. – catalogue d’exposition .



Roger Siminoff
Constructing a 5-String Banjo: A Complete Technical Guide.
Hal Leonard, 1985, 63 p.



Roger Siminoff
How To Set Up The Best Sounding Banjo.
Hal Leonard, 1999, 69 p.



Hans Sloane
A Voyage to the Islands of Madera, Barbados, Nieves, S. Christopher 
and Jamaica, 2 vol.
London 1707, [la plus ancienne description précise d’un banjo afro-
jamaïcain (“strum-strump”), datant des années 1680 et publiée pour la 
première fois en 1707]. 



G.W. Stamm
How to Make a Banjo and a Banjo-Guitar. 
Oregon, IL, Stamm Industries, 1974, 24 p.



Joe Spann
SPANN Joe, Joe Spann’s Guide to Gibson: 1902-1941.
Hal Leonard Corporation, 2011, 304 p. – Centertream, 296 p.



Samuel Swain Stewart
The Banjo: A Dissertation, S.S. Stewart, 1888;
The Banjo Philosophically: its Construction, its Capabilities, its Place as a Musical 
Instrument, its Possibilities, and its Future: a Lecture.
S.S. Stewart, 1886; reprint par Creator Space Independent Publishing Platform, 
2012, 214 p.



Akira Tsumura
Banjos, The Tsumura Collection. 
Kodansha International LTD, 1984, 168 p.



Akira Tsumura
Banjocards. 
Tokyo, Tsumura Jutendo Co. Ltd, 1978.
[2 jeux de cartes et un livret de 58 pages ; concerne le banjo ténor et plectrum]



Akira Tsumura
Banjo Playing Cards II. 
Tokyo, Tsumura Jutendo Co. Inc., s.d.
[2 jeux de cartes et un livret de 58 pages ; concerne le banjo à cinq cordes]



Akira Tsumura
One Thousand and One Banjos, The Tsumura Collection.
Kodansha International, 1993, 904 p.



Robert Lloyd Webb, James Bollman
Ring the Banjar! The Banjo in America from Folklore to Factory.
The M.I.T. Press, 1984, 101 p. – catalogue d’exposition.



Vaughn Webb
Blue Ridge Folk Instruments And Their Makers:
An Exhibition of the Blue Ridge Institute Museum.
Ferrum College, 1993, 64 p.



Robert B. Winans et al. 
[Shlomo Pestcoe, Greg Adams, Nick Bamber, Chuck Levy, Saskia 
Willaert, Pete Ross, Jim Dalton, Tony Thomas]

Banjo Roots and Branches. 
University of Illinois Press, 2018, 360 p.


